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Watch Out for 
"Sweetheart Scams" in 
Online Dating 
Source: FBI Internet Crime Report 2023 via IC3.gov 

If you're exploring online dating later in life, romantic pos-

sibilities can be exciting—but beware: scammers often 

target older adults with "sweetheart scams" (also known 

as romance scams or catfishing). 

These scams involve fake profiles designed to stir up emo-

tional connections and then request money, often under 

the guise of emergencies or travel plans. In 2023 alone, 

over 6,700 adults aged 60+ lost nearly $367 million to 

these scams, according to the FBI. 

Red flags of a sweetheart scammer include: 

• Rushing the relationship and professing love quickly 

("love bombing") 

• Avoiding video chats or in-person meetings 

• Asking you to move conversations off the dating site 

• Claiming travel or job emergencies that prevent 

meeting 

• Asking for money or gift cards 

 

How to protect yourself: 

• Talk to a trusted friend if something feels off 

• Reverse-image search their profile pics 

• Never send money or personal info to someone you 

haven’t met 

• Insist on video chatting before getting emotionally in-

vested 

• Be cautious of anyone unwilling to meet in person 

Think you’ve been scammed? 

• Report it to the dating app or site 

• File a complaint at IC3.gov and with the FTC 

• Alert your bank and change all passwords 

• Block the scammer on all platforms 

Remember, there’s no shame in being targeted—these 

scams are sophisticated. Speaking up helps others stay 

safe. 

Flu Season Is Here — Are You Protected? 
Did you know it can take up to two weeks for the flu vaccine to become 

fully effective? That’s why timing matters!   

Flu season typically begins in mid-September and can last through May, 

with peak activity usually occurring between December and February.    

When’s the best time to get vaccinated? 

Late September through October is ideal to ensure you’re protected before 

flu activity ramps up.   

Feeling under the weather? Please stay home and rest to help prevent the 

spread of illness and protect others in your community. 

Stay well this season—and don’t forget to wash your hands regularly, stay 

hydrated, and get plenty of sleep! 



 

 

Redeem your 2025 Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program 
Vouchers before November 30th. 



 

 

Spotlight: Pennsylvania’s Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program (PTRR) 
If you're a Pennsylvania resident who is 65 or older, a widow(er) 50+, or age 18+ with a disability — and your 

household income is $46,520 or less — you may qualify for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate (PTRR).  

 

What you can get 

Rebates range from $380 to $1,000, depending on income. 

 

Who’s eligible 

You must meet both age/disability and income criteria: 

• Age / disability   • 65 and older   • Widows or widowers age 50+   • Persons 18+ with a disability 
Income   • Household income must be $46,520 or less per year 

 

How to apply & deadline 

• You can apply online via myPATH, by mail, or in person at any Mercer County Area Agency on Aging 

office. 
The 2024 application deadline has been extended to December 31, 2025  

(applications postmarked by that date will be accepted.) 

 

Need help? 

• Call the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue at 1-888-222-9190 for guidance. 

• Use the “Where’s My Rebate?” tool to check your status  
(you’ll need the primary applicant’s SSN, date of birth, and application year) 

Important security tip: The Department of Revenue will never ask for your bank account information over 

the phone. Be alert for scams, and report any suspicious calls to the Office of Attorney General. 



 

 

2025 Medicare Open Enrollment Period 
When?  October 15-December 7, 2025 

What can you do during this period? 

• Join, drop, or switch to another Medicare Advantage Plan 

with or without drug coverage (or add or drop drug coverage). 

• Switch from Original Medicare to a Medicare Advantage Plan 

or from a Medicare Advantage Plan to Original Medicare. 

• Join, drop, or switch to another Medicare drug plan if you’re 

in Original Medicare.  New plan would start January 1, 2026 

(the plan must get your enrollment request by December 7). 

 

To make a free appointment to discuss your options, call PA MEDI at 724-662-6222. 

Medicare Changes for 2026: What We Know So Far 

As we look ahead to 2026, Medicare beneficiaries should be aware of several important updates—particularly related 

to Medicare Part D, Medicare Advantage (MA) plans, and preventive care coverage. While cost changes for Original 

Medicare (Parts A & B) have not yet been announced, here’s what we do know so far: 

Medicare Part D Updates 

 Out-of-Pocket Maximum: The cap on annual out-of-pocket spending for Medicare Part D prescription drug plans 

will increase from $2,000 in 2025 to $2,100 in 2026. 

 Annual Deductible: The standard deductible for Part D plans will rise from $590 in 2025 to $615 in 2026, as set by 

the federal government. 

Preventive Care Update 

 Colorectal Cancer Screening: Medicare has lowered the minimum age for covered colorectal cancer screenings 

from 50 to 45, aligning with updated recommendations from the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. This change 

aims to support earlier detection and better health outcomes. 

Medicare Advantage (MA) Plan Requirements 

 New Mid-Year Benefit Notice: Starting January 1, 2026, Medicare Advantage plans will be required to mail a mid-

year notice to enrollees between June 30 and July 31. This notice must include details about supplemental bene-

fits available during the plan year that the member has not yet used, helping enrollees make the most of their ben-

efits. 

Aetna Plan Name Change 

 Aetna has announced that it will be renaming most of its Medicare Advantage plans beginning in 2026. More infor-

mation will be provided as details become available, but members should be on the lookout for communications 

from Aetna regarding these changes. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 Did you know you could learn to crochet at the Shenango Valley Senior Center?   

Call 724-981-7950 for more information. 



 

 

MCAAA, Inc. Contact Information: 

www.mercercountyaging.org 

 

 

Administration / Care Management / 

Older Adult Protective Services 

133 N. Pitt Street, Mercer, PA 16137 

724-662-6222 

Greenville Senior Community Center 

45 Alan Avenue, Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-3155 

Grove City Senior Community Center 

301 S. Broad Street, Grove City, PA 16127 

724-458-6844 

McQuiston Center by the Park 

29 Railroad Street, Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

724-376-3608 

Shenango Valley Senior Center 

and Adult Day Care 

220 N. Buhl Farm Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148 

724-981-7950 

Mental Health Services 

Do you need to talk to someone about loneliness or 
depression? 

Locally: 

Mercer County Crisis: 

724-662-2227 

Community Counseling Center Warm Line: 

724-981-1741 

1-866-853-7758 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 

Dial 988 –or- 1-800-273-8255 

Veteran Crisis Line: Call 988 then press 1. 

Senior Resources  

AARP (www.aarp.org)—  The National site for AARP a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization for   
people, ages 50 and older.  Call 1-888-687-2277  

Benefits Checkup (www.benefitscheckup.org)— An 
online questionnaire to help search for a list of all state 
and federal benefits.  

COMPASS (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Application 
for Social Services [www.compass.state.pa.us])—
Enables Pennsylvania citizens to apply for social service 
programs online.  Call 1-800-692-7462. 

Medicare (www.medicare.gov)—The official govern-
ment site for Medicare consumer information.                          
Call 1-800-633-4227 

Local Volunteer Opportunities: 

Mercer County Area Agency on Aging, Inc. 

724-662-6222 

American Red Cross 1-800-422-7677 

Meals on Wheels 724-342-2042 

United Way of Mercer County 724-981-1884 

Mercer County Food Bank 724-981-0353 

Have You Visited Your Local Senior Center Yet? 
Your local senior center is a great place to connect, stay active, and enjoy a warm meal. Whether you're looking to 

socialize, try a new activity, or just enjoy some friendly company, there's something for everyone.  
Drop by today — you might be surprised how welcoming it feels! 


