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March: National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month 

March is recognized as National Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month, a time dedicated to increasing 
awareness about colorectal cancer, the second leading 
cause of cancer-related deaths in the U.S. This month 
serves as a reminder of the importance of early detection, 
prevention, and treatment options. 

Colorectal cancer affects both men and women, typically 
developing from precancerous polyps in the colon or 
rectum. The good news is that it is highly preventable 
with regular screening, such as colonoscopies, which can 
detect and remove polyps before they turn cancerous. The 
American Cancer Society recommends that adults begin 
regular screenings at age 45, or earlier for those with a 
family history or risk factors. 

Adopting a healthy lifestyle—including a diet rich in fiber, 
regular exercise, and avoiding smoking and excessive 
alcohol consumption—can also reduce the risk of 
developing colorectal cancer. 

Throughout March, healthcare organizations, advocacy 
groups, and survivors come together to spread 
awareness, encourage screenings, and support research 
efforts. One way to show support is by wearing blue, the 
official color of colorectal cancer awareness, and 
participating in local events and fundraisers. 

By raising awareness and promoting early detection, we 
can save lives. If you haven’t scheduled your screening yet, 
now is the perfect time to do so! 

Calling All Older Artists: Submit Your Work for the Older Artists of PA Showcase 
The Pennsylvania Department of Aging and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts are now accepting works of art 

created by Pennsylvanians aged 60 and older for the first-ever Older Artists of PA Showcase.  

The deadline to submit artwork is Friday, April 4.  

The exhibition will display winning pieces selected by a three-person panel from each of the five regions across the 

Commonwealth in the State Capitol East Wing Rotunda during the month of May, which is observed nationally as 

Older Americans Month.  

Both professional and non-professional artists based in Pennsylvania are invited to contribute up to two pieces of art 

for consideration. There is no cost to enter and the pieces must have been produced within the past 18 months. In 

addition to hanging their work in the showcase, the winning older adults will also have the opportunity to sell their 

pieces throughout the month of May.  Artists can submit their work online or by mail to Jessie Pierce, Executive 

Director, PA Council on Aging, c/o PA Department of Aging, 555 Walnut St., 5th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101. 



 

 

AARP's Free Tax Assistance 

Please find the following options to schedule an appointment near you. 

Mercer Area 

East End Fire Department:  

DATE & TIME 

WE: 09:00 AM - 01:30 PM 

TH: 09:00 AM - 01:30 PM 

ADDRESS: 104 Wilson Avenue, MERCER, PA, 16137 

SERVICE TYPE  In-Person 

APPOINTMENT REQUIRED 

To schedule call 724-300-3112.  

If you are instructed to leave a voicemail please only leave one. 

 

Hermitage Area 

HICKORY VFW POST 6166:  

DATE & TIME  

MO: 09:00 AM - 01:30 PM 

TU: 09:00 AM - 01:30 PM 

 ADDRESS: 5550 E STATE ST, HERMITAGE, PA, 16148 

 SERVICE TYPE In-Person 

 APPOINTMENT REQUIRED 

To schedule call 724-815-0206.   

If you are instructed to leave a voicemail please only leave one. 

West Middlesex Area 

 DATE & TIME 

 WE: 09:00 AM - 01:30 PM 

TH: 09:00 AM - 01:30 PM 

ADDRESS: 3747 NEW CASTLE RD,  

WEST MIDDLESEX, PA, 16159 

SERVICE TYPE In-Person 

APPOINTMENT REQUIRED 

To schedule call 724-418-4119.   

If you are instructed to leave a voicemail please only leave one. 

Understanding the Pennsylvania Medicare Savings Program 
The Pennsylvania Medicare Savings Program (MSP) helps low-income Medicare beneficiaries pay for their 

healthcare expenses. This program assists with Medicare Part B premiums and, in some cases, deductibles 

and copayments, reducing the financial burden on eligible individuals. 

There are three main MSP categories: 

• Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) – Covers Part A and B premiums, deductibles, coinsurance, and 

copayments. 

• Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB) – Pays for Part B premiums. 

• Qualified Individual (QI) – Also assists with Part B premiums but has a limited number of slots available 

each year. 

To qualify, applicants must meet specific income and resource limits, which are updated annually.  

This program provides essential support for seniors and disabled individuals, ensuring they can access 

healthcare without financial hardship. 

For more information, call PA MEDI at 724-662-6222. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Apply for Property Tax and Rent Rebates  

for 2024 – Deadline June 30, 2025 
The Department of Revenue has officially opened the   

application period for property tax and rent rebates for 

the year 2024. If you paid property taxes or rent in 2024 

and meet the eligibility criteria, you may qualify for a re-

bate. Be sure to submit your application by June 30, 2025 

to take advantage of this benefit. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

To qualify for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate, you must 

meet the following requirements: 

Age Criteria: 

• 65 and older. 

• Widows and widowers 50 and older. 

• People with disabilities 18 and older. 

Income Criteria: 

Your household income must be $46,520 or less annually. 

Required Documents: 

To ensure your application is complete and accurate,  

gather the following documents before applying: 

• Proof of age. 

• Proof of disability (if applicable). 

• Proof of death (if applicable). 

• Proof of income. 

• Proof of taxes paid. 

• Proof of rent paid – a completed Rent Certificate      

(PA-1000 RC) is required. 

• Copies of a will, deed, decree of distribution, or trust 

agreement proving property ownership. 

• DEX-41 if filing on behalf of a deceased individual. 

Important Note: 

Be sure to submit all necessary documents to avoid delays 

in processing your application. You have until June 30, 

2025, to apply for this rebate, so make sure you don’t miss 

out! 

If you need assistance or have questions regarding the  

application process, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 

any senior center near you or by calling 724-662-6222. 



 

 

 

2025 MERCER COUNTY SENIOR GAMES 
Hosted by Mercer County Area Agency on Aging, Inc. 

 

  Join us for fun, friendly competition, and community spirit! 

 

  Date: June 2 – June 14, 2025 

  Who Can Participate? 

Mercer County residents age 55+ 

Events include Horseshoes, Tennis, Bowling, Basketball Shoot, Golf, 

Pickleball, Track & Field, Cornhole, Dart Baseball, Shuffleboard. 

 

  Get Involved!   

Want to receive updates, volunteer, or become a sponsor? 

  Email: admin@mercercountyaging.org 

  Call: 724-662-6222 

Let’s make this year’s Senior Games the best one yet!   

Mark your calendars and get ready for some great competition and fun! 



 

 

The Office of Long Term Living (OLTL) has announced an increase in the Personal Needs 
Allowance (PNA) amounts for individuals residing in long-term care facilities in 2025. 

The PNA is a small amount of money that people living in long-term care facilities, like nursing 
homes, can keep each month. This money is set aside specifically for their personal expenses, 

such as buying clothes, toiletries, or other personal items. 

The increased PNAs for 2025 is: 

Long-Term Care Facility Residents: In 2025, the PNA for residents in long-term care (LTC)  
facilities has increased from $45.00 to $60.00 per month. 

https://www.phlp.org/uploads/attachments/cm83rph5jicz6owu8v7tl1y5v-ops-24-10-02-personal-needs-allowance-pna-deduction-increase-effective-january-1-2025.pdf


 

 

MCAAA, Inc. Contact Information: 

www.mercercountyaging.org 

 

 

Administration / Care Management / 

Older Adult Protective Services 

133 N. Pitt Street, Mercer, PA 16137 

724-662-6222 

Greenville Senior Community Center 

45 Alan Avenue, Greenville, PA 16125 

724-588-3155 

Grove City Senior Community Center 

301 S. Broad Street, Grove City, PA 16127 

724-458-6844 

McQuiston Center by the Park 

29 Railroad Street, Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

724-376-3608 

Shenango Valley Senior Center 

and Adult Day Care 

220 N. Buhl Farm Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148 

724-981-7950 

Mental Health Services 

Do you need to talk to someone about loneliness or 
depression? 

Locally: 

Mercer County Crisis: 

724-662-2227 

Community Counseling Center Warm Line: 

724-981-1741 

1-866-853-7758 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 

Dial 988 –or- 1-800-273-8255 

Veteran Crisis Line: Call 988 then press 1. 

Senior Resources  

AARP (www.aarp.org)—  The National site for AARP a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization for   
people, ages 50 and older.  Call 1-888-687-2277  

Benefits Checkup (www.benefitscheckup.org)— An 
online questionnaire to help search for a list of all state 
and federal benefits.  

COMPASS (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Application 
for Social Services [www.compass.state.pa.us])—
Enables Pennsylvania citizens to apply for social service 
programs online.  Call 1-800-692-7462. 

Medicare (www.medicare.gov)—The official government 
site for Medicare consumer information.                          
Call 1-800-633-4227 

Local Volunteer Opportunities: 

Mercer County Area Agency on Aging, Inc. 

724-662-6222 

American Red Cross 1-800-422-7677 

Meals on Wheels 724-342-2042 

United Way of Mercer County 724-981-1884 

Mercer County Food Bank 724-981-0353 

"March: Where winter and spring argue every day!"  


